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November 26, 2020  
 
Fethullah Gülen’s Message of Condolences for the Death of Soccer Star, Diego Maradona 
 
I learned with grief about the death of Maradona, one of the well-known names of the world 
sports community. 
 
It is very important that individuals who are successful and influential in their professional 
careers take part in social projects and contribute to solving common problems. Maradona will 
be remembered as a supporter of numerous charity projects. He participated in the "soccer stars 
match" organized by the Journalists and Writers Foundation in 1995 for the children of Bosnia-
Herzegovina who saw the painful face of the war and he took an active part in sharing this pain 
with the world. 
 
Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w.) said, "The best of people is the one who benefits people." In this 
regard, even after Maradona ended his active soccer life, he continued his activities;  he 
participated in charity soccer matches to contribute to the fight against poverty and hunger, made 
donations to hospitals that provide healthcare services to Covid patients, and supported many 
charitable organizations. 
 
I extend my condolences to his family, relatives and loved ones and I hope that he will always be 
remembered by his contributions to humanity.  
 
About Fethullah Gülen  
 
Fethullah Gülen is an Islamic scholar, preacher and social advocate, whose decades-long 
commitment to education, interfaith dialogue and altruism has inspired millions in Turkey and 
around the world. Gülen is the honorary chairman of the Rumi Forum, Washington, DC and the 
Intercultural Dialogue Platform, Brussels, Belgium.  
 
About Alliance for Shared Values  
 
The Alliance for Shared Values (AFSV) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that serves as a voice for 
cultural organizations affiliated with Hizmet, a civil society movement inspired by prominent 
preacher and peace advocate Fethullah Gülen. The Alliance strives to promote peace and social 
harmony by helping reduce misinformation and false stereotypes about any or all ethnic, cultural 
and religious communities. To learn more about the Alliance, please visit www.afsv.org.  
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