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Fethullah	Gülen’s	Message	of	Condolences	and	Condemnation	of	the	Terrorist	Attack	in	Istanbul	
Beşiktaş	Stadium	

I	condemn,	in	the	strongest	terms,	the	cruel	terrorist	attack	carried	out	beside	the	Istanbul	Beşiktaş	
Football	Stadium	that	cost	the	lives	of	44	of	Turkish	citizens,	the	majority	of	whom	are	members	of	
the	security	forces.	

I	pray	for	mercy	and	forgiveness	for	those	who	lost	their	lives	during	the	nefarious	terrorist	attack,	
especially	the	martyred	police	officers.	I	extend	my	condolences	to	their	families	and	relatives	and	
to	people	of	Turkey.	I	pray	for	the	quick	recovery	of	the	wounded.		

Regardless	of	the	perpetrators	or	their	stated	purposes,	I	once	more	condemn	all	forms	of	
terrorism.	The	expectation	of	all	citizens	is	that	the	perpetrators	of	this	nefarious	attack	are	caught	
and	brought	to	trial	as	soon	as	possible	and	that	all	measures	are	taken	to	ensure	that	those	who	
aim	to	set	our	people	against	each	other	are	not	given	the	opportunity.		

It	is	devastating	that	terrorist	groups	carry	out	these	menacing	attacks	while	members	of	the	
security	forces	and	judiciary	who	devote	their	careers	and	lives	to	combat	terrorism	are	
incarcerated	for	political	reasons.		

I	pray	that	God	the	Merciful	bring	to	our	blessed	country	and	to	the	entire	world	an	atmosphere	of	
peace	and	tranquility	as	soon	as	possible.		

About	Fethullah	Gülen	

Fethullah	Gülen	is	an	Islamic	scholar,	preacher	and	social	advocate,	whose	decades-long	
commitment	to	education,	interfaith	dialogue	and	altruism	has	inspired	millions	in	Turkey	and	
around	the	world.	Gülen	is	the	honorary	chairman	of	the	Rumi	Forum,	Washington,	DC	and	the	
Intercultural	Dialogue	Platform,	Brussels,	Belgium.	

About	Alliance	for	Shared	Values	

The	Alliance	for	Shared	Values	(AFSV)	is	a	501(c)(3)	nonprofit	that	serves	as	a	voice	for	cultural	
organizations	affiliated	with	Hizmet,	a	civil	society	movement	inspired	by	prominent	preacher	and	
peace	advocate	Fethullah	Gülen.	Based	in	New	York,	the	Alliance	strives	to	promote	peace	and	to	
eliminate	prejudice	and	discrimination	against	any	ethnic,	cultural	or	religious	community.	To	learn	
more	about	the	Alliance	please	visit	www.afsv.org.	
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