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Fethullah Gülen’s Statement on Notre-Dame Cathedral Fire 
  
I was deeply saddened by the fire at Notre Dame Cathedral, which damaged one of the world’s 
most important treasures.  
 
Notre Dame Cathedral has witnessed crucial events throughout France’s history and has been 
the inspiration for world-renowned works of art, gaining a special place in the hearts of the 
people of France. The destruction caused to this building is a major loss for humanity.  
 
The messages of solidarity from different parts of the world in response to the fire show the 
depths of our human empathy and brotherhood. I hope that the heartening scenes that emerged 
from this tragic event will be repeated whenever there is loss of human life, natural resources, 
and cultural treasures, no matter where it occurs. Coming together to help in times of tragedy 
contributes to the spirit of worldwide brotherhood.  
 
I believe that the people of France will reconstruct this historic building and fully restore its 
magnificence.  I extend my condolences to the French President Emmanuel Macron, Archbishop 
Michel Aupetit, the rector Patrick Jacquin, ministers of Notre Dame Cathedral, and the people of 
France. I invite everyone to support the efforts to reconstruct this beautiful Cathedral.  
 
 
About Fethullah Gülen 
Fethullah Gülen is an Islamic scholar, preacher and social advocate, whose decades-long 
commitment to education, interfaith dialogue and altruism has inspired millions in Turkey and 
around the world. Gülen is the honorary chairman of the Rumi Forum, Washington, DC and the 
Intercultural Dialogue Platform, Brussels, Belgium. 
 
About Alliance for Shared Values  
The Alliance for Shared Values (AFSV) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that serves as a voice for cultural 
organizations affiliated with Hizmet, a civil society movement inspired by prominent preacher and 
peace advocate Fethullah Gülen. The Alliance strives to promote peace and social harmony by 
helping reduce misinformation and false stereotypes about any or all ethnic, cultural and religious 
communities. To learn more about the Alliance, please visit www.afsv.org.  
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