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August 5, 2019  
 
 
Fethullah Gülen’s Message of Condolences for the El Paso and Dayton Attacks 
 
I learned with grief about the attacks in El Paso, Texas on Saturday and Dayton, Ohio on Sunday 
morning which took the lives of 31 people and wounded dozens of others. I extend my deepest 
condolences to those who lost their loved ones during these tragic incidents and to all Americans.  
 
These attacks which are assaults on the sanctity of human life shatter our hearts but should 
strengthen our eagerness in serving the goal of living together peacefully and should also lead us 
to a societal self-examination.  
 
The fact that both attackers in these two incidents were in their twenties is both upsetting and 
cautionary. We should do a serious examination of why these young men, who should have been 
hopeful about their lives, would both ruin their own lives and take away other people’s lives in a 
state of hatred and insanity.  
 
It was reported in media that the El Paso shooter carried out the attack due to his racist views. 
Unfortunately, similar hate-driven attacks that happened recently shows that there is a need for a 
greater effort to remedy the illnesses of racism, hatred and resorting to violence.  
 
A crucial step in healing the sick mindset that leads individuals to kill people out of hatred or 
other reasons is for every individual to acknowledge the dignity of every human being, to respect 
them as a work of art that was created by God and to inculcate this perspective in the minds of 
our youth.  
 
May God, the Most Compassionate, protect the United States and the rest of the world from acts 
of violence and increase the number of islands of peace in which people embrace each other with 
respect all around the world. 
 
About Fethullah Gülen  
 
Fethullah Gülen is an Islamic scholar, preacher and social advocate, whose decades-long 
commitment to education, interfaith dialogue and altruism has inspired millions in Turkey and 
around the world. Gülen is the honorary chairman of the Rumi Forum, Washington, DC and the 
Intercultural Dialogue Platform, Brussels, Belgium.  
 
 
 



 
 
About Alliance for Shared Values  
 
The Alliance for Shared Values (AFSV) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that serves as a voice for 
cultural organizations affiliated with Hizmet, a civil society movement inspired by prominent 
preacher and peace advocate Fethullah Gülen. The Alliance strives to promote peace and social 
harmony by helping reduce misinformation and false stereotypes about any or all ethnic, cultural 
and religious communities. To learn more about the Alliance, please visit www.afsv.org.  
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