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Alliance for Shared Values issued the following statement on the 

Turkish government’s detainment of Kutbettin Gülen  
 

News of the detention of Kutbettin Gülen, the brother of Fethullah Gülen, is as 
unsurprising as it is troubling, and it is yet the latest example of the Turkish government’s 
persecution of innocent citizens in the wake of the July 15 coup attempt. Kutbettin Gülen, 
like tens of thousands of others in Turkey, has been detained on trumped-up charges 
used by President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan’s administration to silence dissent and cement 
his autocratic hold on power. Just in the last few days, Erdoğan extended the country’s 
state of emergency, issued arrest warrants for more than 100 citizens and suspended 
more than 12,000 police officers, adding to a total of more than 100,000 innocent people 
systematically detained, jailed or purged. 
 
 
About the Alliance for Shared Values 
The Alliance for Shared Values (AFSV) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that serves as a voice for dialogue 
organizations affiliated with Hizmet, a civil society movement inspired by prominent preacher and 
peace advocate Fethullah Gülen. Based in New York, the Alliance strives to promote peace and 
to eliminate prejudice and discrimination against any or all ethnic, cultural and religious 
communities. To learn more about the Alliance please visit www.afsv.org. 
 
About Fethullah Gülen 
Fethullah Gülen is an Islamic scholar, preacher and social advocate, whose decades‐ long 
commitment to interfaith tolerance and altruism has inspired millions in Turkey and around the 
world. Gülen is the honorary chairman of the Rumi Forum, Washington, DC; the Intercultural 
Dialogue Platform, Brussels, Belgium; and the Foundation of Journalists and Writers, Istanbul, 
Turkey. 
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Dr. Y. Alp Aslandogan 
Alliance for Shared Values 
212-682-4278 
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